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Omständigheter

Följande tal är ett inlägg i debatten om Stockholmsprogrammet och migration.

Mr President, it is a great joy for me to take the floor for the first time in this
Plenary to commend Minister Tobias Billström for his deep understanding –
and, as an Italian national originally, I am in a position to say that – of the grave
situation facing the Mediterranean people and countries.

I would like to welcome his efforts to reach a consensus for a common
European migration policy, which is very much needed. I would also like to
welcome his initiative for the asylum support officer, which is a very practical
and concrete way to support Member States who feel burdened and to start
cooperation among Member States.

I would like to ask Minister Billström if, other than the measures he has already
talked about, he could maybe elaborate further, from a long-term point of view,
about what measures we can take to support the Mediterranean countries and
people, with his approach, which balances humanity, solidarity and firmness
against any form of illegality.
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